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time to apply his genius to the elaboration of a regular system of
Civil Administration*, in a manner to which we find almost no parallel
throughout the whole period of Maratha history, except during the
regime of that excellent Peshwa, the elder Madhavrav,* One principal
feature of Sfaivaji's system consisted in the creation of a Cabinet Coun-
cil—the famous Ashta Pradhan—or Eight Ministers." And one of
these eight was known as Panditrav.11 His functions, like those of
the other Ministers and high officers, are stated in a Note or Memo-
randum which purports to be written on the 13th of Jyeshtha Vadya,
Tuesday, of the first year of the era of Installation (A.D. 1674)." It
states that the Panditrav's duties are to exercise all the ecclesiastical
powers of the State, and to order punishment to be inflicted upon after
investigating into what is and is not in accordance with the religious
law. He is to receive learned persons on behalf of the State, and
countersign all documents that may issue from the. Sovereign relating
to Ackara, Vyavahara, and Prayaschitta, that is to say, rules of con-
duct, civil and criminal law, and penances," the three departments of
the Dharmashastra. He is also to look after the performance of
Shantis,1* and other ceremonials, and the distribution of the royal
bourity. It is further stated in the Life of Shivaji, written by Malhar
Ramrav Chitnis, that the scheme of the Cabinet and its functions was
settled by Shivaji in conformity with previous practice and traditions."
•Grant Duff, VoL I, p. 223 et seq.
•See about him Grant Duff, Vol. n, p. 208 et seq. and compare Forrest**
Bombay Selections, VoL I, p. 250; Travels, pp. 79, 146,
**See Grant Duff, VoL I, p. 235 et seq. comp, Chitragupta's Life of Shivaji,
p. 103; Sabhasad's ditto p. 69; and Vividhajnanavistara, VoL Xin, p. 238 et
seq. : Forrest's Selections, pp. 14, 80.
"There is some diversity in the various accounts contained in our autho-
rities about the institution of the Panditrav's office. The Maratha Samrajiya
.Bakhar (p. 28) saj?s that it was established some little time after Shivajfs
plunder of Surat, in order to provide an officer who would look after the
grants made to Brahmans with a view to the preservation of virtue and justice
in the Kingdom, Malhar Ramrav Chitnis seem& to agree with this (see
Vividhajnanavistara, VoL "X, p. 8), and to show that all Shivaji's administra-
tive arrangements took shape at that time. Krishna]! Anant Sabbasad (p. 23)
says that the title of Panditrav was bestowed on Raghunath Pandit when he
was appointed as a fit and proper person for the negotiations with Mirza Raja
Jayasing—an appointment which M. R~ Chitnis also mentions. Chitragupta in
his life (p» 105) and Gupte, the author of the Bhonsle Bakhar (p. 10), refer
the institution of the office to the time of the Installation. See further as to
the Panditrav's functions, M. R, Chitnis's Rajaniti, pp. 10, 30; and compare
Malcom's Central India. VoL II., p. 429; and Forbes's Oriental Memoirs, VoL
1,: p. 214 {Quoere what is the meaning of Jairam Bopput there mentioned?
Can it be a proper name, Jayaram Bapat?) The Dhavadasi Bakhar mentioned
the Panditrav in connection with the SvamPs funeral ceremonies.
"Letters, memoranda, Ac., published in the Kavyetihasa Sangraha, p. 357.
"See West and Buhler's Hindu Law, p. 13.
"See Mandlik's Hindu Law, intr, p. xxxii.
"Vividhajnanavistara, Vol.   XIII,  pp.  201, 238;  see also  Sabhasad's Life
of Shivaji, p, 69. At p. 725 of Mr. Forrest's Bombay Selections, VoL I, Is
a translation of an essay by a Majiomedan writer of the last century, who
alleges that Shivaj. borrowed his scheme from the Musalmans.- He does not
mention any grounds for his statement.

